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               nn Walker was born into a wealthy, well-connected family in 
Lightcliffe near Halifax on 20th May 1803. She was a landowner and 
businesswoman of significant means, but nowadays she is best-known 
as the partner of Anne Lister of Shibden Hall. Although not legally 
recognised at the time, Ann and Anne considered themselves married 
on Easter Sunday 1834, when they took the sacrament together at Holy 
Trinity Church, Goodramgate, York. This booklet will give the facts, as 
we currently know them, about Ann Walker’s life – before, during and 
after her relationship with Anne Lister.

Holy Trinity, Goodramgate, York (Photo credit: Alexa Tansley) 
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Walker Crest from a plaque in Halifax Minster (Photo credit: Diane Halford)

           orn at Cliffe Hill, Lightcliffe, near Halifax, in 1803, Ann was the 
fourth child of John Walker, a local merchant, and his wife Mary 
Edwards, who was the eldest daughter of another local merchant, John 
Edwards. The Walkers married in 1795, when John was 40 and Mary, 
30 years of age. The couple’s eldest son, William, died as a baby in 
1798. Mary was born in 1799, Elizabeth in 1801, Ann in 1803 and John 
in 1804; it was only these last three children who lived  to adulthood. 

Much later, after 1835 and again post 1840, Ann researched the 
genealogy of the Walker family. This later research can be found in the 
Calderdale Archive.

5 GENERATION 
WALKER FAMILY TREE

Inheritance lines in colour

Family B
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                              nn was born at Cliffe Hill, and lived there with her parents and
siblings.  In 1809, after the death of her uncle William Walker who had 
inherited Crow Nest from his father, Ann and her immediate family 
moved in to Crow Nest. Ann continued to live there until just after 
her brother’s marriage in 1829, when she moved to Lidgate rather than 
Cliffe Hill, because her aunt wrote she did not want Ann to move in 
with her as “old and young people did not suit” (1).

After John and Mary Walker both died in 1823, son John inherited the 
Walker estates, and Elizabeth and Ann were very well provided for in 
their father’s will. Following the expectations of the period, in the years 
that followed, it appears that family and friends were trying to find 
suitable husbands for the Walker sisters. 

The 1825 diary of a Bradford doctor, John Simpson, describes that he 
met the Walker sisters at a dinner party. There is a heavy suggestion 
from the host that they are both eligible for marriage, have a fortune 
and would be a good match for a physician such as he (4).

In 1826, in a letter written to her brother, Matilda Machell states she 
visited Crow Nest and was “delighted with the young ladies and I think 
the eldest would make you the most delightful wife” (5). 
Elizabeth did indeed marry; in 1828 she wed Captain George Mackay 
Sutherland at Halifax Parish Church, now known as Halifax Minster.

In the diary of Caroline Wyville Walker [a distant cousin of 
Ann’s] she mentions that Ann and Elizabeth attended a ball in York 
in 1825 and one in Halifax in 1828 (2).  John Walker also threw a 
coming of age party at Crow Nest when he reached his majority [21 
years] in 1825 (3).

A

Cliffe Hill by Kerstin Holzgraebe 
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Early L i fe A 

https://insearchofannwalker.com/william-walker-junior/
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It is evident that Ann liked to draw. In her diaries, Anne Lister 
often mentions the subjects that Ann sketched, and that she had lessons 
with several drawing tutors, including Mr Browne and Mr Horner. 
The one volume that we have of Ann’s own journal contains 
accounts of spending time drawing and sketching while in France 
and Switzerland in the summer of 1834. She even packed three of Mr 
Browne’s drawings, so she could practise by copying them.  Mr Browne 
visited Shibden Hall in 1842, and drew the building from 
different perspectives. In addition, Ann was interested in the 
history of art, and recorded the books that she bought on the subject. 
In Paris, she wrote that they visited the Louvre Museum, and admired 
the Roman statue of Diana with a Doe. Later at Voltaire's castle, 
she bought a bust of Voltaire. 

9

Ann’s Activ ities

IV

              lthough we do not currently have a great deal of information about 
Ann’s early life, there is much we can glean from the documents we do 
know about. There was a piano at Crow Nest in 1825 (5); Ann had a 
music instructor called Mr White previous to her father’s death in 1823 
(9) and it is also known that Ann played the piano as an adult,
including while traveling with Anne Lister in 1834.

Ann recorded in her journal how she played the piano on two 
occasions. In June 1834, at the Ship Inn in Dover, on the way to the 
continent, 

“June 13... wrote part of journal, played on Piano (Broadwood’s) & 
washed hands &c. for dinner, to which sat down at 6.15” (10).

In July 1834 in the town of Bex, in an Inn in the Swiss Alps, Ann again 
notes she played on the piano, 
“July 18... arrived at Bex about 2 – a very pretty looking Inn with a 
nice Garden – thunder storm about 3.30 played on Piano” (11).

A

Crow Nest, Lightcliffe (CC0 1.0)

During her youth, Ann traveled throughout England, well before her 
journeys with Anne Lister.  She travelled to Bath, Weymouth, and 
London during 1825 with members of her family (6). She was also 
present at her brother’s wedding in Steyning, Sussex in 1829 (7).  

As was the custom of the day, Ann was asked to accompany her brother 
and his new wife, Frances (Fanny) Penfold, on their honeymoon in 
Europe. However, Ann decided not to go, and her cousin, Delia 
Priestley Edwards and Fanny’s sister Catherine, went instead. 

Anne Lister noted in her diary entry of 20th July 1829:
“The Walkers leave Crow Nest on Tuesday.  I suppose Mr. Walker will 
be married immediately on his arrival in the South, and as they are 
going abroad for a year, I fancy they set off directly for Paris. . . . Miss 
Walker, his sister, declined going so they bring Miss Edwards, his 
cousin, with them” (8). 

https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/4bf2337814424433c26e842cc58d6f2d/walkers-grand-tour/index.html
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/4bf2337814424433c26e842cc58d6f2d/walkers-grand-tour/index.html
https://insearchofannwalker.com/delia-priestley-edwards/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/delia-priestley-edwards/
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Very few examples of Ann’s drawings or doodles have been found so 
far (although there are three in her diary), but in the Crow Nest papers 
held at the Calderdale archives, there is an example of her copying an 
alphabet using calligraphy.

In her diary, Ann reveals she was a keen sewer and knitter;  she records 
how she knitted baby clothes for her friend, Lydia Fenton (14).  She also 
showed Mrs Rodgers how to knit slippers (15). Ann was an avid reader, 
and was still sending notes to a local Halifax library for books in 1842  
(16).
From Anne Lister’s diaries, we learn that Ann was an educator. She 
opened a school on Knowle Top, interviewed teachers for the position, 
and even taught classes on occasion. Ann adored her nieces and 
nephews, referring to Mary as “Little Mary”.

       nn was deeply affected by the loss of many of those closest to her. 
By the time she was 20 years old, she had lost four close family 
members. Older sister Mary died in 1815 at the age of 15, Aunt Mary 
died in 1822, and then, the following year, the Walker siblings lost both 
their parents. John Walker died in April, and Mary in November of 
1823. 

Tragedy struck again, when Ann’s surviving brother, John, just married 
and heir to the vast Walker estates, died in Naples whilst on his 
honeymoon in 1830. After John’s death, in addition to the bereavement 
itself, there were practical matters to be dealt with. His widow Fanny 
was pregnant but the child, a boy, was sadly stillborn. 

John had died intestate (without a will), and conflict between the 
Walkers and the Penfold family ensued. Letters flew back and forth 
between the Walker sisters and Fanny and her brother, James. 
Eventually, a settlement was reached and Fanny was paid more than 
£16,000 (approximately £2 million today) for the residue of John’s 
personal estate, of which she was an administrator. 

The sisters inherited all the Walker family’s estate protected by their 
father’s will (18). Fanny remarried but died of tuberculosis on 7th 
August 1838, in Penzance, Cornwall. 

Ann’s calligraphy (West Yorkshire Archive Service, Calderdale CN:102)  
Image courtesy of West Yorkshire Archive Service.

         A       

Loss

In London, en route to the continent, Ann shopped for supplies.
“June 10th [1834].. went shopping– Rowney & Foster, 51 
Rathbone Place for sketching stool– & drawing paper” (12).
In Grenoble, France:
“August 6th [1834]... inked over the pencil designs I took at Geneva 
of Sofa, screen, chair, & Bains pieds” (13). 

It was Mary who came to stay with her and Anne at Shibden Hall in the 
summer of 1837. In her letters to her sister, Elizabeth, she would often 
ask after the children, referring to them as “all your dear little 
pets” (17).

https://insearchofannwalker.com/lydia-fenton/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/lydia-fenton/
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       uch of the information we have relating to Ann’s mental health is 
from the letters and diaries of Anne Lister and members of Ann’s 
family. In 1828, Anne Lister noted that, according to Eliza 
Priestley, Ann Walker had been unwell: “young Miss Ann Walkers 
illness too likely to be insanity her mind warped on religion she 
thinks she cannot live has led a wicked life etc. Had something of 
this sort of thing occasioned by illness at seventeen but slighter” (19).

In 1833, George Mackay Sutherland wrote to Anne Lister to inquire 
after Ann’s health, after receiving a letter from Ann 
“evidently written under a feeling of gloomy despondency”(20).

In her correspondence with the Sutherlands, Anne Lister refers 
to the incident of 1828, when she advises Elizabeth to describe to the 
doctors in Scotland Ann’s state of mind five years prior (21).

Ann herself writes to Anne Lister: “I cannot tell you anything 
really favourable of my own mind, I am getting quite stout, but I feel 
that I am not improving in health of mind,  and evils seem to 
increase upon me” (22).

Although there were often years in between these occurrences, Ann 
Walker  would repeatedly go through such periods of ill health as in 
1836. Anne Lister noted in her diary that “A- [Ann] would not take 
luncheon till I got her persuaded at last told me she had been unhappy 
these last two or three weeks had no pleasure in anything never felt as if 
doing right […] was getting as she was before” (23).

Health
M         

AnnWa  lker and
Anne L ister

Lidgate, Lightcliffe (Photo credit: Alexa Tansley)
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    nn Walker and Anne Lister knew each other before they became 
romantically involved in the early 1830s. The women had met on 
numerous occasions over the years, through regular social calls between 
the two families. We know of these early meetings, of course, through 
Anne’s diary.

In 1820, when Ann was seventeen, she was invited to Shibden Hall for 
tea, “Miss Ann Walker of Crownest came to tea - a nice enough talkative 
good humoured girl” (24). This year also marked the first time that Anne 
Lister noticed Ann Walker’s possible interest in her. After drinking tea at 
Crow Nest with Ann and her father, also in 1820, the pair exchanged 
notes concerning the school in Lightcliffe. In a coded diary entry, Anne 
noted, “the girl is really very civil and again signs herself your very 
affectionate I wonder if she likes me” (25).

Although at the time, Anne Lister was far more focused on matters that 
would take her outside of Halifax, Ann had clearly captured her attention 
stating in 1822, “It seems an acknowledged thing that Anne [sic] Walker is 
the favorite with me of the two and she seems to have no objection but is 
very attentive” (26).

While there was little contact between the two during Anne’s extensive 
traveling around Britain and Europe in the 1820s, there were always 
attempts at social calls when Anne was back in Halifax in 1828, “Miss Ann 
Walker of Crownest called upon me this morning while I was out” (27) or 
in 1831: “In passing, called at Lidgate, hearing that Miss Walker had 
returned [..] home last night – not yet got to her house – was at Crownest 
– saw all over the house at Lidgate” (28).

The year 1832 proved to be an important one in renewing and deepening 
their acquaintance. As Anne Lister wrote in her journal “ . . . she [Miss 
Walker] had always an idea that her thirtieth year would be a very 
important one . . .” (29).

The courtship lasted for a year and a half, intertwined with other events

in their lives, such as Anne Lister traveling to Copenhagen in 1833 and 
Ann Walker spending several months staying with her sister in Scotland. 
Ann  also spent a few months in the first half of 1834 at Heworth Grange 
in York,  a private residence, under the  treatment of Dr Henry “Steph” 
Belcombe. 

On 10th February 1834, the two Ann(e)s came to an “understanding” 
and in the following years, this was celebrated as the day when they 
committed to each other.

         A       

Interior of Holy Trinity, Goodramgate, York (Photo credit: Diane Halford)
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10th February 1839 

“[...] Went into the cellar. One burgundy, the first of our 2. Will 
acquire 2 dozen. Dinner at 6. Plum pudding and burgundy in 
commemoration of the 5th anniversary of my dear A-’s [Ann’s] being 
à moi. [...]” (30).

Later in 1834, on Easter Sunday, Ann and Anne attended a service, 
and took the sacrament together at Holy Trinity, Goodramgate in 
York. The two women viewed this shared communion as a symbol of 
their commitment to each other, equivalent  to a marriage. Today, a 
blue plaque outside the church marks this historic moment.

Sunday, 30th March 1834 

“[...] at Goodramgate Church at 10 35 - Miss W- [Walker] and I and 
Thomas staid the sacrament - almost all the congregation staid and 
tho’ the church too small to hold many the service took 40 minutes - 
The first time I ever joined Miss W- [Walker] in my prayers I had 
praye[d] that our union might be happy she had not thought of doing 
as much for me [...]" (31).

astronomyblog@ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Ann Walker’s Diary

Photo of front cover of Ann Walker’s journal  (West Yorkshire Archive Service, Calderdale, WYC:1525/7/1/5/1) 
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           n October 2020,  In Search of Ann Walker uncovered a small blue 
volume in the Rawson archive, and recognised the handwriting in the 
book as Ann Walker’s. This little blue notebook was quickly verified as a 
volume of Ann’s diary, and covers the period 4th June 1834 to 19th 
February 1835. This period of time includes Ann and Anne’s 
honeymoon, a three month trip to Europe, visiting France, 
and Switzerland, taking in cities, towns, and Alpine villages. The end of 
the diary also covers the domesticity of settling in at Shibden Hall 
together. 

18

DID YOU KNOW? Ann Walker’s diary has actually filled in some gaps 
in Anne Lister’s diary. There are some days when we have an entry from 
Ann, but nothing from Anne, which means that Ann Walker is now 
returning the favour and giving us more information about her wife!

Photo of 19th January 1835 entry that was taken on the day of the find, and which helped 
identify it as definitely being Ann Walker’s journal. Image courtesy of West Yorkshire 
Archive Service, Calderdale WYC:1525/7/1/5/1/36

I

On their honeymoon trip to Europe, Ann and Anne followed the early 
19th century tourist trail, and they bought guide books, maps 
and souvenirs along the way. We now have Ann’s observations on 
the museums, gardens and historic places they visited, and she makes 
many insightful comments about the places - and the people 
- they experienced together. The In Search of Ann Walker website has
a portal called “Comparing the Ann(e)s” which compares Ann’s
entries in her diary to those of Anne Lister for the same time period.
While travelling with Anne Lister, Ann joined in with some of Anne’s
more adventurous activities, including climbing mountains, and going
down pits. In her diary, Ann names the mountains Vauzaz, Col de
Bonhomme, Col de Ferret, and Mont Brevent. Indeed in 1838, Ann
ascended Pic du Midi on a mule, becoming the first woman to do so
according to Anne Lister.  “… between them [the guides] extra to drink
A-’s [Ann’s] health on being the 1st lady who had ridden all the way up
to and down from the pic-” (32 ).

View of the Pic du Midi de Bigorre from the Boulevard des Pyrenees in Pau by Flo641, CC BY-SA 
3.0 via Wikimedia Commons

https://insearchofannwalker.com/we-found-it/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/comparing-the-annes/
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                fter their return to Halifax from the continent, in September 1834, 
Ann moved into Shibden Hall with Anne Lister and her family (Aunt 
Anne; Anne’s father, Jeremy; and her sister, Marian). Ann’s decision to 
live with the Listers was a courageous one, and we can see other 
examples of her character during this period in the way she conducted 
her affairs, including estate business and other legal matters. Ann 
Walker ran her estate mostly independently of Anne Lister, with the 
latter occasionally providing advice. Samuel Washington acted as land 
agent for the neighbouring Walker and Lister estates.

They quickly settled into domestic life with both of them having a 
nickname for each other; Anne called Ann “Adney”, while Ann called 
Anne “Pony”, but referred to her as “dearest” in her diaries.  They did 
the usual rounds of social calls and played backgammon together 
regularly, with Ann announcing on one occasion that she “completely 
beat her” (33).

During 1835, with the legal counsel of Mr Parker and Mr Gray, Ann 
sought to divide the considerable Crow Nest estate that she and her 
sister Elizabeth had inherited after the death of their brother, John. By 
this point, Elizabeth and her family were living in Scotland. The 
division was not straightforward, and there are letters in the Crow Nest 
papers in the Calderdale Archive that cover the dispute between the 
two sisters (34). Ann was persistent in ensuring matters would be 
resolved the way she wanted by maintaining a lively correspondence 
with her lawyers, and requesting advice on various legal issues over 
the years.

Also in 1835, Anne Lister took back control of Northgate House in 
Halifax, previously the home of her uncle Joseph, which she had 
inherited back in 1826 and rented out. Anne and Ann converted the

Back at Shibden Hall
A

property into a hotel and casino (more like a meeting or assembly room), 
and both women participated in the opening ceremony. They buried a 
time capsule and Ann made a speech in front of a hundred-strong crowd.

In her diary entry for Saturday 26th September 1835, Anne records the 
short speech delivered by Ann: 
“[...]Mr. Nelson, I have been requested  by my friend Miss Lister to lay 
the 1st  stone of a casino, which will form a spacious and commodious 
saloon to be annexed to the Northgate hotel – I will only add that we 
hope and trust that the undertaking will prove an accommodation to 
the Inhabitants of this town and neighborhood, in whose prosperity 
we feel interested; that it will be an accommodation to the public at 
large, and that it will do credit to all the individuals concerned in its 
erection’ –[...]”(35).

As well as investing in the Walker Pit during this time, Ann and Anne 
financed renovations at Shibden Hall, including building a library tower, 
a gatehouse lodge, and a bridge to allow access to and from the lodge. 
This bridge was named for Ann Walker by Anne Lister.  It is known as 
Adney Bridge and is still there today.

Ann and Anne continued to travel together both at home and abroad, 
with another overseas trip to Belgium, France and Spain in 1838.

Friday September 11, 1835 –

‘then went with him to set out the Lodge bridge to be called Adney 
bridge’ (36).

https://insearchofannwalker.com/samuel-washington/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/insearchofannwalker.com/adney-bridge
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1839-40

Last Travels with Anne Lister

Major towns visited by Ann and Anne on their travels in 1839/1840.  School Room Map of Europe by J Gellatly, 1852 
Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland

I       n the early morning of 20th June 1839, Ann Walker and Anne Lister
left Shibden Hall together for the last time. The women loaded up their 
carriage and set off for a tour of Scandinavia and the Russian Empire. 

They first travelled to London, where they hired a married couple as 
servants, then crossed the Channel, continuing their overland journey to 
Hamburg, then sailed across to Copenhagen. They spent some time 
exploring Denmark, before sailing  to Helsingborg and travelling around 
Sweden and Norway, with stays in Oslo, Gothenburg, Stockholm and

I     
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Uppsala, as well as visiting Swedish copper, silver and iron mines. 

From Stockholm, they took a steamship to the Finnish port of Turku 
(Åbo) and continued overland to St. Petersburg, visiting Helsinki and 
Vyborg on the way. After three weeks spent in and around the Russian 
Imperial capital, they went on to Moscow, arriving in mid-October 
1839. They stayed in the city for almost four months – sightseeing, 
socialising with several aristocratic families who had befriended them, 
and waiting for the roads south to become passable.

In early February 1840, they finally departed Moscow, accompanied by 
a new set of servants, and travelling in a specially commissioned local 
conveyance, leaving their carriage and some baggage behind 
in Moscow to be picked up on the way back. Their route took them 
to Nizhny Novgorod, from where they followed the Volga all the way 
to Astrakhan, spending some time in Kazan and Sarepta on the 
way. Their adventures included being hosted by a Kalmyk 
prince, and almost perishing under the ice of a frozen river (37). 

The next stage of the journey took them across the Caucasus to Tbilisi, 
where they arrived in mid-April. After spending time in the city, 
sightseeing and socialising extensively, as well as taking a side-trip to 
Baku, they departed for the Georgian city of Kutaisi, which served as a 
base from which they undertook horseback excursions in the remote 
countryside.

Anne Lister died in Kutaisi on 22nd September 1840, but we know 
next to nothing of what happened during the few weeks between Anne 
Lister’s last journal entry, written on 13th August 1840 during an 
excursion in the west of Georgia, and her death. According to 
documents that have recently come to light, Ann Walker made it 
known to the local authorities that she did not want to bury Anne 
Lister where she died, and was consequently advised to ship her body 
home from a Georgian port (38). 

Ann arranged through her lawyer, William Gray and his family friend,
25

Brodrick, for the body of Anne Lister to be returned by boat from 
Trebizond (Trabzon) via Constantinople (39). Ann returned 
to Moscow. Her brother-in-law George Mackay Sutherland travelled to 
the continent to meet her and they both obtained passports in 
Warsaw on 2nd January 1841 (40).  Ann was back in Halifax by 19th 
February 1841. Anne Lister’s body returned to Halifax in April 
1841, and she was buried in a vault in Halifax Parish Church, 
now known as Halifax Minster. 

Af ter Anne Lister’sDeath
Estate Issues in the 1840s

nne Lister had left her wife a life interest in Shibden Hall and its 
estate, and with co-trustee, William Gray, Ann set about running 
this estate alongside her own extensive Walker estate. Ann offered 
to continue renovating Shibden Hall with her own money, but a 
judge ruled that she could not, as she had only a life interest in the 
property and could potentially be sued by the Lister heirs (41).

Estate business for Ann in the years after Anne Lister’s death did not 
always run smoothly. During 1842 and 1843, several incidents occurred 
regarding the running of the Walker and Lister estates. In 1842, Ann 
sold a piece of land to the railways and asked for a payment from the 
railway company for the land. However, she had neglected to send the 
deeds in order to get the payment, despite being asked by the railway 
company to do so (42). Ann also bought into a coal deal with the 
Dodgsons, which William Gray deemed to be “so extravagant a 
rate” (43). In the same letter from Gray, this deal was cited as one of the 
reasons her relationship with Robert Parker, her local solicitor, broke 
down.

        A

https://maps.nls.uk
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        n 1843, letters from Robert Parker, Ann’s Halifax solicitor, to her 
sister Elizabeth, had Elizabeth sufficiently worried that she left her 
children and husband behind in Scotland to travel to Halifax to see Ann 
(48). Her husband came down later. Dr H. S. Belcombe, who had

previously treated Ann for various ailments, was consulted and, on 9th 
September 1843, Ann left Shibden to go to York under his care. Three 
days later, Ann moved into the House of Elizabeth Tose, a private 
asylum in Osbaldwick, albeit far removed from the Bedlam lunatic 
hospital environment we now associate with the word “asylum”. While 
at Osbaldwick, Ann was able to attend church, had “airy and 
commodious rooms”, and “walled gardens and other private walks” (49).

During the early days at Mrs Tose’s, two more medical doctors decided 
that Ann was not likely to recover (51), and a petition was entered for 
Ann to be subject to a Commission de Lunatico Inquirendo. In 
November 1843, Ann was found to be of unsound mind, and she 
remained with Elizabeth Tose until at least April 1844. As it had been 
determined that Ann could no longer legally look after herself or her 
estates, George Mackay and Elizabeth Sutherland were appointed Ann’s 
Committees of Person and Estate (52).

From a letter written by Elizabeth, dated 29th April 1844, it can be 
assumed that  Ann was collected from York and taken to London to live 
with the Sutherland family (53); there is evidence that Ann was in 
Abbey Lodge (Surrey) with them in November 1844. Elizabeth died of 
consumption (tuberculosis) in December 1844. In April 1845, Ann is 
in a legal record as residing at another private asylum called 
Sussex House in Hammersmith, London run by Dr Forbes 
Winslow (54).  Lydia Fenton (a longtime friend of Ann’s) was to be 
appointed Ann’s new Committee of Person (55) after the 
death of Elizabeth. However, this transition did not happen 
for reasons unknown, so George continued alone in this role. 

LUNACY MYTHBUSTER: Was Ann forcibly removed from Shibden 
Hall? From a memorandum written by Robert Parker, Ann left Shibden 
to go into Dr Belcombe’s care before he (Parker), and Captain & 
Elizabeth Sutherland arrived at Shibden Hall. The constable did take the 
hinges off the door but only to allow the Sutherlands to get clothing to 
take to Ann (50).

income tax until one of the local magistrates intervened and sent word to her 
uncle about it; it is not clear if the warrant was ever serve

I

Also in 1842, Ann’s land agent, Samuel Washington, bought some land 
and two houses abutting Crow Nest from Charles Horncastle on Ann’s 
behalf, but she refused to pay for this purchase in a timely manner, even 
after she was threatened with arrest. She continued to try and 
communicate with Horncastle’s lawyers, despite being advised to seek 
her own counsel. A lawsuit ensued about the unpaid monies, which was 
eventually settled after Ann was found to be of unsound mind. This 
found that the purchase was a benefit to the estate, and Horncastle was 
paid (44). 

In early 1843, Ann refused to allow a party from the Ordnance Survey to 
be on her land, despite it being illegal to do so, and was fined £2.8.6 in a 
local magistrate’s court (45). During this year, she was sued by a local 
carpenter, and then by one of her tenants, Jane Atkinson. The Atkinson 
court case led to Shibden Hall being taken over by the Sheriff’s men for a 
week in order to sell off property to pay Ann’s debt to the tenant (46). 
She was also about to have a “distress warrant” (to take items to pay a 
debt) issued to her regarding nonpayment of income tax until one of the 
local magistrates intervened and sent word to her uncle about it; it is not 
clear if the warrant was ever served (47). 

To compound these problems, on top of Ann’s falling out with her local 
solicitor, Robert Parker, she also seemed to start to ignore the advice of 
William Gray, her York lawyer and her co-trustee of the Shibden estate. 
During this turbulent time, she engaged the services of two new London 
lawyers, William Smith and John Snaith Rymer. Only Rymer appears to 
have remained as counsel to Ann during the ensuing months. 

Illness

https://insearchofannwalker.com/lydia-fenton/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/sussex-house/
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         fter the death of her wife Anne Lister in 1840, her nephew George

future time but, according to Chancery Visitor records, she never did 
(62). 28

A
Sackville in 1842 and her sister Elizabeth in 1844, Ann was once again 
struck by tragedy. In 1845  her niece “Little Mary”  died at Shibden of 
the same illness that caused the death of her mother, tuberculosis. 

In May 1846 Captain Sutherland remarried a local woman, Mary 
Elizabeth Haigh and the couple had a daughter in March 1847. 
A month after her birth, George Mackay Sutherland died, leaving Ann 
at Shibden. Harriet Dyson (her aunt) was appointed Ann’s 
new Committee of Person, and John Rawson of Brockwell, her 
Committee of Estate (58).

There is evidence that Ann was in contact with some of Anne Lister’s 
friends after 1840 as Ann mentions a letter from Vere Cameron (née 

28

Hobart) (59) and also there are letters from Mrs Duffin of York; one 
also mentioned the Norcliffes and the fact that Ann had sent them some 
game (60).

Aunt Ann Walker died on 29th October 1847, and Ann moved back 
into her childhood home, Cliffe Hill, in early 1848 (61). Harriet 
Dyson is quoted in a  letter saying that Ann may wish to return to 
Shibden at a future time, but current research suggests that she never 
did (62).

A letter from William Gray to Robert Parker suggests that Captain 
Sutherland brought Ann and his own family back to Shibden in mid-
April 1845 (56). During the rest of that year, we know that Sutherland 
visited Scotland and Scarborough, but we do not yet know if Ann was 
traveling with him or if she remained at Shibden Hall. 

In 1845, there was much debate over the new and rapidly growing 
railway planned to run through Halifax. Many locals were unhappy with  
the route suggested and the matter went to the Railway Committee for a 
decision. One portion of the route meant a cutting would run within 70 
yards of Shibden Hall. 

One of the arguments against the plan was that Ann was of unsound 
mind; Dr Winslow had stated that Shibden Hall “was peculiarly 
adapted for a person of her state of mind” (57). With much local 
opposition to the whole plan, the railway company eventually 
rerouted the line. 

More Loss

Library Tower, Shibden Hall by Kerstin Holzgraebe

https://insearchofannwalker.com/john-rawson-junior/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/john-rawson-junior/
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Ann’s Last Days

Ann Walker Memorial Plaque in Lightcliffe Tower (Photo credit: Skillingtons)

The 1851 census states that Ann lived at Cliffe Hill with Lydia Fenton, 
noted as her housekeeper, a medical attendant, and 5 servants (63). We 
know from a pew conveyance document, that Lydia was still there in 
1852 (64). 

After suffering a series of fits, Ann Walker died on 25th February 
1854. On the 3rd March, she was buried with her two aunts, Ann and 
Mary, in a family vault under a pulpit in St Matthews old church, 
Lightcliffe. A brass memorial plaque was erected in 1862 by Ann’s 
nephew and heir, Evan Charles Sutherland Walker. 

A new church was built in the 1870s, and the old church stood for 
years with some occasional use, but after severe storm damage in the 
1960s, the main body of St Matthews was demolished. The tower was 
saved, and signed over to Friends of Friendless Churches, along with 
many memorial plaques from the church, including Ann's.

https://insearchofannwalker.com/the-last-days-of-ann-walker/
https://insearchofannwalker.com/restoring-to-glory/
https://friendsoffriendlesschurches.org.uk/church/old-st-matthews-lightcliffe-yorkshire/
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c

         s the churchyard at Old St Matthew’s is a “closed churchyard”, no
new headstone or other memorial can be erected within the churchyard 
itself. There is, however, a small marker stone, which gives the 
approximate location of Ann’s burial place.

To ensure Ann has a fitting legacy, her original brass memorial plaque 
has been restored, thanks to donations from the public, and put on 
display within the tower. Thus the tower itself will become a memorial 
to Ann Walker of Lightcliffe.

Further endeavors have been undertaken to ensure Ann’s legacy. In 
2019, Ann Walker was given her own Wikipedia page, which has 
subsequently been translated into multiple languages, to widen her 
reach across the globe. 

Most recently, an annual fundraiser has been set up to raise money in 
Ann’s name every Christmas for food banks local to Lightcliffe. This 
is to honor her will, which left £10 annually at Christmas “to the 
poor . . . of Lightcliffe” (65).

Our research into Ann’s life is ongoing and our mission to shed more 
light on this remarkable woman’s life will continue until her story is as 
full as it can be. 

Lightcliffe Tower by Kerstin Holzgraebe

A

Legacy

https://www.lightcliffechurchyard.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Walker_(landowner)
https://insearchofannwalker.com/restoring-to-glory/
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(22) West Yorkshire Archive Service, Calderdale SH:7/ML/E/16/0057
(23) West Yorkshire Archive Service, Calderdale SH:7/ML/E/19/0009
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